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HARDSHIP and DANGER 
5 : 
SUs5crxtFTIONs, repreſented, Ee. 


4 


Reverend SIR, 
KKK T is no part of my intention, to 
1 deprive you, of any reputation, 
* which your ſermon, in defence 
of the ſubſcriptions, required in the church 
of England, may really deſerve ; but only 
to propoſe to your conſideration, the reaſons, 
which have hindered my concurrence with 
you, in the opinions, which you have offer- 
ed to the public. 


The ſubſcriptions, required in the church 


of England, have occaſioned many warm 
conteſts, among proteſtants; and it will be 


readily owned, that they have not anſwered 
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4 4 LETTER, 20 the Reverend 


| the beneficial purpoſes, which good men 
have deſired; but many bad ones, which all 
good men have been ſorry for. Some honeſt 
and learned men, well qualified for the 
miniſtry, have been obliged to refuſe com- 
pliance with the terms of admiſſion into the 
church of England; others, by compliance, 
have been filled with very uneaſy reflexions. 
Some, it is to be feared, have been tempted, 
by worldly motives, to ſubſcribe, without 
being convinced of the truth of the articles; 
whileſt others, who have ſubſcribed, once 
and again, have learnedly confuted many 
of the doctrinal propoſitions ; ; to the truth of 
which, they had S their public and ſo- 
lemn aſſent. 0: 


Theſe are inconveniences, attending ſub- 
ſeriptions, which every ſenſible, and honeſt 
man would be glad to ſee removed. And 
it may well be queſtioned, if it would not 
have been for the advantage of the Chriſtian 
Church, if the impoſition of ſubſcriptions 
had never been thought of. However, Sir, 
as your ſentiments and mine, upon this ſub- 
ject, are very different, I have taken the 


n to make ſome remarks upon your 
ſer mon; ; 


Dr. PowzLL, &c. 5 


ſermon ; and to offer them to your conſide- 
ration, and to the candor of the public. 


| Your diſcourſe is introduced with an ob- 


ſervation, which perhaps I do not well 


underſtand. For you ſay, p. 5.— © It is, 
e uſually, of more importance to the peace and 
« bappineſs of a community, that it's members 
&« ſhould ſpeak, than think, alike. For they, 
* who have learned to confeſs their faith, in 
c Zthe ſame form, will conſider each other, as 


cc friends; even though they ſhould diſagree, 


5 not @ little, in their explanations of it; 


ce qobile ſuch, as have been accuſtomed to diffes | 
e rent expreſſions, can ſeldom be convinced, 


« that their opinions are e the Jame.” | 


As it is the duty of all men to ſpeak truly, 
or agreeably to their real thoughts, I can- 


not ſee how the members of any commu- | 


nity can ſpeak alike ; unleſs they alſo think 
alike. It is of no importance to the public 
peace and happineſs, for men to ſpeak words, 
which have no meaning. For this is juſt the 
ſame, as if they did not ſpeak at all; and 


ſuch unmeaning words, like thoſe of a par- 
rot, or * can be of no moment to 
ſociety. 
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6 ALEtTTER, 20 the Reverend 
| ſociety. How then can it, vſaally, be of 
more importance to the community, that 
it's members ſhould ſpeak, than think, alike? 
If they ſpeak with truth, they muſt ſpeak, 
as they think. And, if they do not think 
alike, neither ought they to ſpeak alike. 
And, therefore, I cannot ſee how it is poſ- 
ſible, for honeſt and underſtanding perſons, 
to confeſs their faith, in the ſame form of 
words, whileſt their faith itſelf is various: 


nor, that the ſame words, without the ſame 


meaning, can have any tendency to pro- 
| mote concord, among people, who are 
not willing to be impoſed upon, by ſounds; 
but chooſe to ſpeak the ruth, themſelves ; ; 

and to hear it from others, | 


lies the Gems * you tell us — Je 
ce wiſe/t and beſt friends of our religious gſtab- 
&« liſhment have long wiſhed, that all the pro- 
<« teflants, in this kingdom, could be united, 
« by à conſent to the ſame liturgy, and the 
te (ame articles of faith.” Yeu add very well 
22 Not @ conſent, forced, or feigned; but 
te given freely, and fincerely; notwithſtanding 
« ſome ſmall difference of ſentiments, about 
60 * poi! nts of ſpeculation, or ceremonies.” TI 
muſt 


Dr. Pow EIL, c. 7 
muſt own, Sir, I cannot perceive, that ſuch 
an univerſal conſent is poflible; unleſs all 
the proteſtants, in the kingdom, thought, and 
Judged, alike, of the Liturgy, and articles of 
faith. You diſclaim a forced, or feigned, 
aſſent. For that would be hypocritical : and 
yet wiſh for a conſent, given freely and fin- 
cerely. How can this be poſſible? The 
proteſtants of this nation have different capa- 
cities, and opportunities. Some are more, 
others leſs, diligent, in acquiring religious 

| knowlege; and ſome have more and ſtronger 
prejudices than others. And, conſequently, 
their ſentiments will vary, not a little, but a 
great deal; not only about ſmall points of * 
ſpeculation, or ceremonies; but about the _ | 9 
moſt important and eſſential doctrines of 
our holy religion. This fully appears, from 
all paſt hiſtory ; and that it will ever be ſo, 


whileſt proteſtants have different capacities, | | 
opportunities, prejudices, &c. is extremely 4 
probable. This conſent, ſo long wiſhed for, =_— 
by the wiſeſt and beſt friends of the eſtab . 
liſbment, is quite impoffible. But there is (i 
another kind of conſent ; namely, to love one 1 
another, notwithſtanding our difference of 9 
ſentiments, This, we can hardly wiſh for, 1 
with 1 
| "18 


8 ALT TER, 20 the Reverend 
with too much earneſtneſs. Nor, indeed, 
would a conſent of opinion and judgement, 


| _ If poſſible to be univerſally attained, produce 


more virtue and happineſs, than the pre- 
ſent, wiſe conſtitution of heaven; by which 
every protęſtant is left to judge, and un- 
derſtand, for himſelf, in ** beſt manner 


= can. 


our au upon the d five, page 6, 
is, I apprehend, too ſevere; for you ſay 
& They have been rendered r, in mate 
ters perfectly inſignificant. ” If theſe in- 
ſignificant matters are ſuch, as you have 
enumerated, page 8.—* Whether Luke the 
&* phyſician was, alſo, the evangeliſt? Whether 
the rules for finding Eaſter are perfettly con- 
ee ftent? Whether the titles, given to a ſaint, or 
* a king, properly belong to them? or whether tha 
te pope, vr the council, is to be preferred, in fixing 
the time for a feſtival? — Theſe matters 
are, certainly, inſignificant enough. But theſe, | 
Sir, are not the matters, concerning which, 
the diſſenters can be charged with ob/tznacy ; 
if a word of ſo harſh a meaning is to be 
uſed at all. There are other matters, about 
n di _ have diſputed; and theſe, 
| * 


D/. PowELI, &c. 9 
undoubtedly, are of no ſmall importance; 
and well deſerve the attention of all proteſ- 
ꝛanis; and eſpecially of thoſe, who impoſe, 
or countenance, a ſubſcription to human com- 
poſitions ; viz. Whether Teſus Cbriſt is 
e not the ſole lawgiver, in his own Church? 
Whether kings, or parliaments, or convo- 
s cations, or aſſemblies of divines, can require 
ce ſubſcriptions to forms of human device, 
ee without uſurping upon Chri/?'s authority, 
e and invading the rights of that Lordſhip, or 
Dominion, to which, his God and Father 
* has exalted him? Whether it is not the 
duty of all chriſtians to ſtand faſt in the 
ec liberty of the goſpel, and fteadily to main- 
ce tain their right and privilege, to judge, for 
<« themſelves ? Whether it is not the true 
+ proteſtant principle, that the Bible is a ſuf- 
« ficient, and the only, ſtandard of our faith? 
< and, if it be ſufficient, and the only ſtandard, 
« whether it is not preſumptuous to impoſe 
be the fhirty- nine articles, or any other human 
% formularies of faith; which have been va- 
_ © rious; and, in many particulars, inconſiſtent 

with each other, and with the holy Serip- 
< tures themſelves? And laſtly, whether it 
« is wiſely done, to invent ſo many diſtinc- 


< tions, and refinements, to qualify a . 
B e ſcription ; © 
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10  ALzTTER, zo the Reverend 
** ſcription; and to make it fit eaſy upon a 


ee doubting conſcience ; — which, perhaps, 


te after all the arts of palliation, will remain 
te unſatisfied, and fearful ?” Theſe appear 


to be matters of real importance. And, if 


diſſenters are not willing to give them up, I 
hope, Sir, you will not think them ob/tinate; 
but rather approve their diſintereſted firm- 
neſs, in adhering to, what they think, im- 
portant truths: and eſpecially, as their firm- 
neſs, in this reſpect, has been, and is, at- 
tended with the loſs of many worldly 
emoluments, and advantages; to which 
a ſubſcription would have opened them 


the - 


You are alſo of opinion, page 6. that, 
notwithſtanding a ſubſcription is required to 


the thirty-nine articles, — Great liberty is 
left, for a difference of judgements, in mat- 
c ters, either not plain, or not important? 


But how can great liberty, or any liberty, 


be left, when the avowed deſign of im- 
. poſing this ſubſcription was to avoid a di- 


verſity of opinions, in matters of faith ? Or 


how can yon hope, that this liberty, which 
is left by the articles, is ſo extenſive, as to 


take in every man, © "ge principles are 
ce Not 


Dr. PowEII, Ge. 11 


not deſtructive of the church, or nation.” : 
The Bible contains ſuch an extenſive ſtan- 
dard, but as for the articles, they ate much 
too narrow, and were injoined with a de- 
ſign to avoid, but not to allow, a diverſity 
of opinions ; much leſs to allow ſuch a di- 
verſity, as to take in every man, whoſe 
principles are not of the moſt deſtructive 
malignity. 


In page 7. you ſay — ©& T will not enter 
* bere, into any debate with thoſe, who, calling 
ce themſelves ſervants of Teſus Chrift, and 
&© members of the catholic church, aſſert their 
« freedom from all human impofitions; (1 wiſh 


e you had not added) and will not ſubmit to „ 
te any terms of communion ; like him, who re- 1 
« fuſed to be made a citizen of Athens, be. 
c cauſe be was already a citizen of the world.” 4 
There are many, who may be called the "ok 
ſervants of Jeſus Cbriſt, with the greateſt 1 
propriety, who think it their duty to aſſert 1 
their freedom from all human impoſitions. | : 
But I know of none, who refuſe to ſubmit bl 
to any terms of communion. The diſſenters, | bl. 
if you mean them, are ready to ſub- 4 
mit to every term of communion, in- 4 
ES B 2 joined . 


| 


12 A LETTER, 10 the Reverend 


joined by the goſpel; and do ſubmit to the 
particular times, and places, agreed upon, 


by the congregations, with whom they 


join, in public worſhip. How then could 
you perſuade yourſelf to fay — © Should a 
* man adbcre to this principle, he could never 
* join in any public worſhip.” What do you 
mean, Sir, by this priuciple? If you mean 


the principle of aſſerting their freedom from 


all human impoſitions, we have thouſands 
of proteſlants, who conſtantly join in the 
public worſhip. But, if you mean, as J 


ſuppoſe, you mean, the principle of not 


ſubmitting to any terms of communion, I 
know no ſuch perſons. However, if you 
had the diſenters in view, you might very 
well have ſpared your jeſt, as they have 
no likeneſs to him, who refuſed to be made 
a citizen at Athens; (perhaps, there might 
have been a little reſemblance, if he had re- 
fuſed to be made a fave, at Athens) becauſe 

he was already a citizen of the world. You 
go on to obſerve — © Not only the times, and 
e places, and ceremonies, of public worſhip, 
« hut the words alſo, muſt either be appointed, 


 & by common conſent, or choſen by bim, wha 


*© prefides iu each congregation.” The times, 
and 


Dr. PowtLr, Se. 13 


and places, and other circumſtances, re- 


lating to public worſhip, are appointed, a- 


mong the diſſenters, by common conſent, 


or cuſtom; nor would it be any objection 
to me, if the prayers alſo (provided they 
were rational and agteeable to the Scrip- 
tures) were appointed, in like manner; but 
the words of theſe are generally choſen by 
him, who preſides in the congregation, 
What then? You ſay, — That conſcience 


e muſt be firangely perverſe, which can ſub- 


e mit to the directions of a ſingle perſon, and 
* not to the authority of the public. Cer- 
tainly the point to be conſidered, is, which 
of the two is beſt, and moſt agreeable to 
the intentions of public worſhip. If the 


ſingle perſon directs a form of devation, pre- 


ferable to that, injoined by the authority of 
the public, that conſcience muſt be ſtrange- 
ly perverſe indeed, which refuſes to approve 
it, becauſe it is of private direction ; and 
even to prefer it to any injoined by public 


authority, which appeared, to him, to be 


leſs adapted to ſerve the purpoſes of wor- 
ſhip. Many «renters have no objection to 
a liturgy, provided it be agreeable to the 
Scriptures ; but, as you ſay.— Fit re- 
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14 A LETTER, 20 the Reverend 


& quires him [the perſon, who officiates, and 
*] add, or any other perſon] to profeſs doc- 
te trines, which he does not believe; or if he 
t judges either the whole, or it's principal 
* parts, to be vain, trifling, or ſuperſtitious; 
« bis afſent will be finful.” And you own, if 
fincerity forbids the uſe of this ſervice, this 
is a ſufficient reaſon not to uſe it. Theſe 
conceſſions are extremely juſt. And, 
upon thefe accounts, the diſſenters think 
themfelves entirely juſtified, in their re- 
fufals of the public liturgy. You tell us, 
page 8. The aſſent is given to the aſe, not 
*« the truth, of the liturgy : — But how can 
a perſon honeſtly aſſent to the 2, of forms, 
which he thinks are not frue? You add— 

1% This aſſent cannot be underſtood, to extend 
* farther, than to an approbation of the docs 
* trines, which it openly profeſſes; or with 
 #*© aobteh, it bas an evident and neceſſary con- 
*« xexton.” But how can an honeſt clergy- 


nan, who believes the ſcripture- doctrine of 


the trinity, approve the ſcholaſtic, unſcrip- 
tural, and Athanaſian doctrines, which it 
openly profeſſes? Or how can thoſe ap- 
prove the calviniſtic doctrines, interwoven 
with the liturgy, who are ſo far from be- 
0 | lieving 


Dr. Pows11, @c. 15 


lieving them to be true, that they have a- 
bundantly confuted them, and ſhewn them 


to be falſe? The law then, which requires 


an aſſent, ſuppoſe it would be contented 


with an approbation, leaves an unſurmount- 
able obſtacle, in the way of thoſe, who are 


unable. to approve, or to pretend to ap- 


prove, doctrines, which they believe to be 


CITONEOUS, 


It is our duty to perform all our public 
adorations, with ſincerity, and purity of heart, 
as in the preſence of the great ſearcher of 


hearts. And, though we are unable to at- 
tain to abſolute perfection, it certainly be- 
comes us to reject whatever is untrue, tri- | 
fling, or ſuperſtitious. For theſe are defects, 


which will juſtify our refuſal to ſe, or ap- 
prove, them. What then do you mean, page 
9. where you ſay, — * even in the holy ſcrip= 
ce ture itſelf, ſome portions have been thought 
 * Yeſs proper to be publicly read.” Very true, 
— © and yet no chriſtian will ſcruple to declare, 


« that it is profitable. for reproof, for exhorta- 


ce tion, for inſtruction in righteouſneſs.” And 
then you draw the following inference, — 
N WY then is the liturgy to be rejected, for 


66 want 
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16 ALtrrin, 20 the Reverend 
n of that imaginary perfection, which nd 
&« book, not even the book of God, has ever ob- 
« tained? —” Surely! the cites are very dif- 
ferent. For thoſe portions of ſcripture, not 

uſually read in public, are not rejected, nor 
_ reckoned, by any, to be imperfe&ions in the 
book of God. Bat the liturgy is rejected; 
| becauſe it openly profeſſes doctrines; which 
are believed to be contrary to the holy ſcrip- 
tures ; it is not rejected for the want of an 
imaginary perfection, never to be obtained; 
but for the want of an agreement with the 
chriſtian rule, which might be attained ; if, 
inſtead of excuſing it's defects, there v was but 
an e zeal to cem them. : 


But it may be el, as you 3 
add, —* that the difficulties ariſe, not from 
the want of ſome ſuppoſed excellency, but from 


real blenifhes; from blemiſhes, which have 


been objerved long ago, and their remedies pro- 
poſed. — But have theſe remedies been ever 
effectually applied? Have not almoſt all al- 
terations been refuſed, in every paſt attempt 
to heal our differences? And are not the 
moſt material objections againſt the /iturgy 
1 in full force? You then aſk, even ſup- 


poſing 


Dr. PowtLr, &c. 17 

poſing ſome blemiſhes, — “ 1s there in our 

« liturgy any abſurdity, fo glaring, as to be vi- 

« ble to every ye? Is there any impiety ſo monſ- 

e frous, as to ſhock every devout worſhipper ?” 

Admit there is not; for it is not eaſy to ſay 

how glaring an abſurdity muſt be, to have 

this effect. It is but too evident, that many, 

from cuſtom, prejudice, or inattention, are 

reconciled to very great abſurdities, and even 
to very ſhocking impieties. But, ſurely, an 
abſurdity ſhould be removed, and a defect 

reformed ; though viſible only to a few, and 

not t6 every eye: and it is certainly true, that 

4. many things, which have eſcaped the vul- 
gar obſervation, do, notwithſtanding, call 

aloud for reformation, You then repreſent 
the complaints of your moſt ſerupulous ad- 

wverſaries — © as chiefly relating to thoſe ap- 

te pointments, in which there was the great- 

© eft room for a difference in men's judgement, 

* or fancy:” Such as the /ength, and di- 
viſions of the ſervice — what paſſages of 

ſcripture ought to be intermixed — how of= 

ten ſome important petitions may be repeat- 

ed —& theſe, and ſuch as theſe, you ſay, 

are the matters in controverſy.” If fo, 
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your moſt ſcrupulous adverſaries might ve- 


ry ſoon be made eaſy. But J muſt tell you, 
Sir, there are many other matters, of much 


greater importance, which have been, and 
ſill are, the ſubjects of controverſy. Do 
not your public prayers inculcate the belief 


of the athanaſian trinity? Are not ſome of 


your ſolemn petitions addreſſed to God the 
Son; others to God the holy Ghoſt, and 
others to the holy, bleſſed, and glorious tri- 
nity, three perſons and one God? Is not 
the plan of Calviniſm intermixed with your 
forms? Will not theſe be matters of con- 


troverſy, as long as they remain unaltered ? 


And do not theſe deſerve the attention of 
every thinking man, of every devout wor- 


ſhipper? In compariſon with theſe, how 
inſignificant are the points you have menti- 


oned? Knceling, or ſtanding ; a ſurplice, 
or black coat, — how trifling? And yet, 


even in theſe little things, if we can change, 


not for the worſe, but for the better, it will 


ſurely be a point of wiſdom ; becauſe trifles | 
ſhould not be rendered important, by mak- 
ing them unaiterable. And, therefore, I 
ſhould think, that, in matters of this fart, no- 


thing 
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thing is ſo plainly wrong, as a refuſal to 
change for the better, 


You intimate, page 10. that matters in 
diſpute are to be determined, by public au- 
| thority, — and that, if one man aſſumes to 
« himſelf this determination, every man might 
ce claim, with equal reaſon; and which, if 
ce every man ſhould exerciſe, all united vor- 
hip muſt totally ceaſe: — But this con- 
ſequence can, by no means, follow. For, 


the diſſenters claim, and exerciſe, this very 


power, of determining, for themſelves, points 
in diſpute. And yet it is well known, that 
all united worſhip is ſo far from totally ceaſ- 
ing among them, that they aſſociate, for 
this purpoſe, oonſtantly and cordially ; tho” 
their ſentiments vary in many points. 


You inform us, Page 11.— « it is not a 
© condition of union, in our church, that even 
« our miniſters ſhould acknowlege every thing,” 
te in the public ſervice, to be exactiy what is 
&« beſt and fitteſt.” But, if any parts of your 
ſervice contain what is wrong, and unfit, 
how hard is it to oblige your miniſters to 
C 2 profeſs 
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profeſs — that in their minds they afſent 70, 


* and will follow, in their practice, the pre- 
&« ſcribed forms of prayer — when many of 
theſe preſcribed-forms contain particulars, to 
which they cannot aſſent, in their minds, nor 
follow, in their practice, without occafioning - 


to themſelves uneaſy, and perhaps uncon- 


querable, ſcruples. Of this, ſome clergy- _ 
men have publicly complained, in very pa- 


thetic, and affecting terms; and have duti- 


fully petitioned for relief; — but. hither- 
to in vain! | 5 


| As for the articles of religion, to the con- 


ſideration of which, you next proceed, you 


fay — © they are not merely articles of peace. 
* They are deſigned alſo as a teſt of our opi- 
ce mens.” Can proteftants have a better teſt 


than the 5/5/e? What authority have any 


men to invent, and impoſe, another ? Were 
our reformers, were the compilers of the 


articles, or thoſe, who impoſed them, in- 


fallible? Is there not great preſumption, 
aud want of modeſty, in men's aſſuming 
a power to judge for others; and for all 
ſucceeding ages, in matters of the greateſt ' 
| er | 
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importance to every particular chriſtian? 
What pity is it, that your church has ſo 


long countenanced this aſſumed power; and 


ſuffered her clergy to be at the trouble of 
contriving ſo many ſubtile diſtinctions, to 


reconcile their ſentiments, with that ſolemn 


declaration of their faith, which they muſt 


expreſs, in words, whoſe original, literal, 


and obvious meaning is quite contrary to 
their real, and avowed belief? 


You obſerve — © that he, who aſſents to 
* our articles, muſt have examined them, and 
« be convinced of their truth.” But do not 
many of your clergy, notwithſtanding all 


this aſſent, examination, and conviction, 


openly diſbelieve, and confute, the articles? 
This is an untoward appearance, in your 
church, However you attempt to qualify, 
and vindicate, it, thus; — © There are rules 
1e of interpretation, peculiar to theſe writings, 


« [viz, the articles] as the deſign of interpret- 


c ing them is peculiar.” Very peculiar are 


| theſe rules of interpretation indeed! If, as 
you ſay, — we are not concerned to diſcover 


*© what was meant by tbe writers, but what 
| & will 


i 
; 
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* will be underſtood by the readers. Did 


not the writers draw up theſe articles, with 
a deſign to avoid a diverſity of opinions, a- 
mong thoſe, who are admitted to officiate 


in your church? And, if this was their de- 


ſign, as well as of the act, which injoins 


ſabſeription, this original intention will be 


totally loſt, if miniſters ſubſcribe them, in 
divers ſenſes; and venture to depart from 
what was meant, by the writers, to that 
ſenſe, which may be underſtood by the 


readers, If this lax method of interpreta- 
tion is once allowed, there may be the 


greateſt diverſity of opinions, notwithſtand- 
ing all the care of the. compilers, and im- 


poſers. And, if ſubſcription is now be- 


come uſeleſs, and ineffectual, as undoubt- 


edly it is, to the prevention of a diverſity 


of opinions, how much is the continuance 
of this practice to be lamented ; eſpecially 


as it is very enſnaring, and grovous to ma- 
ny good men? 


In page 12. you aſk the following queſ- 


tions, — / our articles are to be thus ex- 
te plained, W ns 9 not be rendered uncer- 


« Zain, 


|, 
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te tain, and uſeleſs, by a variety inconfſi- 


cent ſenſes ?” Undoubtedly, they will ! — 


tere ſhall we fix the flandard of public 
te opinion 7” In the bible, the true chriſtian, 


and proteſtant ſtandard. — Will not every 
e <ohimfical interpreter find ſome followers, 


&c?” To which you have anſwered “ a 
te out doubt, the method propoſed admits ſome 


variety of interpretations. And what other 


& does not? The articles, then, are plain- 
ly incumbered with inſuperable inconveni- 


encies. And one would think, it would 


be much better, for your church, to get 


fairly rid of them, and to adhere to the 6b:- 


ble, which confeſſedly contains the true re- 


| ligion of proteſtants. The bible is of a ge- 
nerous, and large compaſs; and will com- 


prehend every honeſt man. Which muſt 
be pleaſing to all perſons of liberal, and 


candid minds; who prefer the honour of 


religion, and the virtue and happineſs of ſo- 
ciety, ro the narrow and mercenary views 
of a worldly intereſt, 


You tell us, - that, wherever an arti- 


ce cle is expreſſed, in ſuch general terms, as 


t wwll 
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worll fairly contain ſeveral particular opi- 
« ons; there, certainly, it is ſufficient for 


ic him, who ſubſcribes, to be convinced, that 
& ſome one of thoſe opinions ig true. But 1 


muſt aſk, can the opinions, contained in 


any of the articles, agree with the ſenti- 
ments of thoſe clergymen, who diſbelieve 


the athanafzan trinity, and embrace the 


ſcripture doctrine? Or can thoſe, who re- 
ject the calviniſtic interpretations, find ſen- 
timents, in the articles, favourable to their 
notions, concerning the divine perfections, 
the grace of the goſpel, and human liberty? 


Lou take notice, ** that it bas been ſaid, 


e that a latitude of expreſſion was choſen, on 
ce pur poſe to admit, within the pale of the 
* church, men of various, and even oppoſite, 
&« principles. But certainly, they were mi- 
ſtaken, in ſaying thus; becauſe the com- 


pilers of the articles intended to avoid a di- 


verſity of opinions. And, therefore, they 
would not chooſe any latitude of expreſſion, 
which would defeat their grand intention; 


nor had they any deſign to admit, within 


the pale of the church, men of various and 
even oppoſite opinions; when it was their 


declared 


J 
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declared purpoſe, to avoid a diverſity of opi- 
nions; and to eſtabliſh conſent, touching 
true religion. 


You obſerve, page 13. —*© Cuſtom can 
&* take away the force of expreſſions, or give 
ce them a new meaning. And where the ori- 


* ginal ſenſe is one, the received another, the 


ce ſubſcriber is at liberty to uſe them in ei- 


_ & ther.” This liberty then, I muſt obſerve 


again, will intirely deſtroy the very end, 
for which the articles were compiled. And 


therefore, your church would be better, 


without them. How many good men, in 


your church, are made uneaſy, by their 
ſubſcriptions? How many are incapable of 


any farther preferment, though deſerving 


of the higheſt; becauſe they dare not re- 
peat a practice, which has already given 


them ſo much diſquiet ? 


But to proceed, if the ſubſcriber may 
chooſe the original ſenſe, or the received ; 
the ſenſe of the writers, or of the readers; 
(all which you allow) will not this bring 
down the articles to no fixed ſenſe, or to no 
ſenſe at all; however, to no real uſe? In- 
ſignificant, then, are all ſuch ſubſcriptions. 
Lo a And 
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And I cannot but wiſh, again, and again, 
that they were. quite taken away. Then 
there. would be full ſcope for the honeſt 
and faithful, the inquiſitive, and ingenious, 
in this happy age of liberty and learning, to 
carry on their noble improvements, in re- 
ligious, and critical, knowlege ; without 
being any longer cramped, and diſcouraged, 
by the narrow and illiberal limits, ſo pre- 


fumptuouſly fixed, by our miſtaken anceſ- 


tors, who had ſo little critical {kill in the 


| ſtudy of the holy Scriptures. — Then honeſt | 
and pious men, though of different ſenti- 


ments, would cordially unite, in chriſtian 


love, and good-will, to one another; and 
found knowlege, diffuſive, god- like chari- 


ty, and pure and undefiled religion would 
flouriſh abundantly, under the auſpicious 
ſmiles -of heaven-born liberty. Then the 


church of England would be honourably di- 


ſiinguiſhed, above all the churches of the 


earth, as the bulwark of the reformation 5 


and the glory of the chriſtian church: 


which can never be, whileſt the narrow 
and peeviſh meaſures of impoſition are per- 
mitted to cramp the nobleſt ſpirits, within 
your pale; and to diſguſt the moſt candid, 
and * wirhout it, —— Permit me 


then, 
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then, without offending, moſt devoutly to 


wiſh, that our numerous and learned clergy, 


who have imbibed, or acquired, generous 
notions of chriſtian truth and liberty, would 
| unite their utmoſt endeavours, not to gloſs 
over, and palliate; but to diſcountenance 


and remove, all remaining defects and ble- 
miſnes. Which, after all the ſoftening 
arts, and moſt dexterous refinements, are 
grievous, and enſnaring, to many of the 
moſt reſpectable dignitaries, and miniſters, 
in the eſtabliſhment. — Unite, Gentlemen, 


in petitioning your ſuperiors, who muſt be 


ſenſible, as well as you, that a farther re- 
formation is ſtill wanted. Unite, in every 


fair and honeſt, in every prudent and proba- 


ble meaſure, to obtain this great bleſſing. 


But, if all your efforts ſhould be vain, which 
God forbid ; how much would it contri- 
bute to your honour; how much would 


it promote the virtue and religion of your 
country; bravely, but peaceably, to make 
a ſtand, and to give up your emoluments, 
your temporal advantages and dignities, 
rather than wound the peace of your own 


conſciences, by ſubſcriptions and profeſſions, 


which contradict the inward perſuaſions of 
your minds, This would be glorious in- 
D 2 deed 
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deed; and convince, at once, the common 
enemies of religion, that the goſpel was ſtill 
the power of God, and the wiſdom of God 
to Salvation. Your names would be re- 
corded, in the annals of liberty. And 
(what is infinitely more) your ſhort reſig— 
nations and ſelf-denial, here, would be re- 
wWarded, with the glory, which cometh 
from God, and which wall endure for 


ever |! 


Yon add in page 15. — © The aſſent [to 
the articles] muſt be concerved to be given, 
« with more ſelemnity, and exattneſs, by him, 
« who profeſſes to fludy every branch of re- 
« ligious knowlege, than by one engaged chief- 
* by in other purſuits; by a man of mature 
* judgement, than by a Youth juſt beginning 
« 0 exerciſe his reaſon.” —— Whereas, the 
truth is; — The greateſt proficients, in re- 
ligious knowlege, will be embaraſſed with 
the greateſt and moſt numerous difficulties ; 
and as for the young perſons, they muſt 
have the feweft objections; becauſe they 
know but little of the matter. However, 
it may very juſtly be objected, — They 
have neither the age, nor the learning, 


ic neceſſary, to make them proper judges of 
* prope 2 
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« fuch abſftruſe points:” and, if their weak- 


neſs is not impoſed upon, — © They cer- 


e tainly aſſent, before they have thoroughly 


* examined,” How greatly would it be for 
the honour of our univerſities, and how 
much to the advantage and virtue of our 
youth, if this, and all ſuch dangerous cuſ- 
toms were utterly aboliſhed? How can the 
inſtructors of youth expect, from them, a 
ſacred regard to truth ; when they are, thus 


early, accuſtomed to trifle with the aſſent 


required; and to promiſe, with ſolemnity, 


to adhere to a faith, which they have not 


examined, nor are capable of underſtand- 
ing? — This, Sir, is a very different thing 


from that, mentioned by you, of teaching 


children a creed; which, when arrived at 
years of conſideration, if they do not un- 
derſtand, or believe, they can reject; be- 


cauſe they are under no engagements to 


profeſs it, right or wrong. But the youth 
in our univerſities promiſe, and ſubſcribe 
(and, in ſome colleges, do they not alfo 
ſwear?) to adhere ſtedfaſtly to the articles. 


And, if nothing more is meant by their 


ſubſcriptions, than what you intimate, page 
15. for God's ſake, uſe your influence, 


Sir, to deliver our youth from this early 


and 
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and dangerous cuſtom of tampering with 
their conſciences ! | 


Upon the ' whole, the alterations, which 


ſo many friends of liberty and religion, 
- earneſtly with for, are not recommended— 


&* To accommodate the liturgy and articles to the 
te prejudices of diſſenter: — But to truth, 
conſcience, and our common chriſtianity. 


What! if there were no diſſenters in the 


land? Are not truth and righteouſneſs, 
peace and liberty, the eaſcing ſcrupulous 
and tender conſciences, in the church, 
things of the laſt importance? Are the 
clergy, no way concerned to make their 
own liturgy, more perfect? their on ar- 
ticles more agreeable to reaſon and ſcrip- 
ture? Diſſenters are thankful for, and 
happy in, their liberty; and many of them 
wiſh, that the miniſters in the eſtabliſh- 
ment were equally happy and free. They 
do not envy your honours and riches; but 
with you would contrive any fair and re- 
putable methods, to ſecure them to your- 


ſelves. And, when this point is gained, 


they wiſh, that, inſtead of defending your 
preſent, imperfect eſtabliſhment, you would 
unite your counſels and endeavours, to ſettle 

it 
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it in the neareſt conformity to the holy 
Scriptures. Can any objections be urged 
againſt this reformation, which might not 
have been urged, with equal force, by 
the papiſts, againſt the changes, made by 
our firſt reformers? For God's ſake, let 
us all then, both churchmen and diſſenters, 
unite our honeſt and candid endeavours, 
to bring about this happy, and moſt de- 
ſirable event. For, ſurely, no time was 
ever more favourable to ſuch an attempt, 

than this age of learning, free enquiry, 
and rational forbearance ; under the beſt of 
Kings, and the mildeſt adminiſtration, ever 
known. | | 


To conclude : I moſt heartily wiſh, that 
all chriſtians may pay a conſtant attention 
to the exhortation of our great apoſtle, 
in the words of your text, 1 CoR. i. 10. 
Now, I beſeech you, brethren, by the name f 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that ye all ſpeak the ſame 
thing, and that there be no diviſions among you; 
but that ye be perfectly joined together, in the 
ſame mind, and inthe ſame judgement. I moſt 
ſincerely and heartily wiſh well to you, and 
to the reſt of the clergy, to all chriſtians, and 
to all mankind. And am, Reverend Sir, 
| Jan, 24 1758, Your humble Servant, ABC 
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